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Big Oil deserves hurricane blame, Oct. 3 


If you want to lay blame for climate change due to the creation of greenhouse gases, you need to look no further 
than a mirror. 


Our personal behaviours, our communities, our country, the modern world ... are the cause. 


The homes we live in, the cars we drive, the air travel, ocean cruises, the food we eat, the products we buy and the 
excess to which we consume things ... they all point the finger at us. 


North Americans consume hundreds of kilowatt hours of energy per person per day. 


Environment and Climate Change Canada estimate 672 megatonnes of carbon dioxide were produced in Canada 
in 2020. 


Canadians average over 17,000 kg of carbon dioxide (CO2), and that number will be closer to 19,000 kg as we 
emerge from COVID-19. 


It should be noted that this does not take into account the CO2 produced in the offshore manufacturing and 
shipping of goods to our shores. 


The oil and gas and coal industries have enabled us to live lives of comfort, privilege and excess far too cheaply. 


As a society we somehow think government is responsible to legislate away the causes of climate change. We 
have to stop looking for scapegoats. 


If we are unable or not willing to change our behaviours, the consequences of climate change will only worsen, not 
only for ourselves, but all the people of the world. 


Phil Warne, Pickering 
Auto industry must stop hyping huge pickups, SUVs 


Regulating vehicle sales will make life even more unaffordable for Canadians, Oct. 1 
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Brian Kingston, of the Canadian Vehicle Manufacturers’ Association, suggests scrapping a federal, climate-action 
initiative related to vehicle sales, and, instead, developing consumer incentives. 


To show real sincerity about the public good, the auto industry would do better to stop hyping absurdly sized 
pickups and SUVs, than to put its hand out again for public money. 


Albert Koehl, Toronto 
Alternatives to refurbishing nuclear plants 
Ford faces energy crisis of his own making, Oct. 1 


| would note that nothing has been refurbished and brought back into service at Darlington so far, so any claims 
regarding the outcomes there would be premature. 


There were previous efforts to refurbish the Bruce and Pickering A plants. 
In both cases the projects ran years behind schedule and billions over budget. 


There was a study on the cost-effectiveness of refurbishing Pickering B in 2009, which concluded that it was 
completely uneconomic. 


The final costs and outcomes on the refurbishments of the six remaining Bruce reactors, and four at Darlington, 
remain unknown but need to be recognized as very high-risk projects that were never subject to any meaningful 
external economic or environmental review. 


The question of a life-extension on the aged Pickering plant only arises because the province has very successfully 
painted itself into a corner on electricity supply options, by terminating the province's relatively successful energy- 
efficiency strategy in 2019, refusing to consider further renewable energy development and refusing to talk to 
Quebec about potential imports. 


The province has better options, if only it would consider them. 
Mark Winfield, professor, York University 

Finding a balance between the now and tomorrow 

Should banks be penalized for investing in oil, gas?, Oct. 1 


The world has transitioned from old industries to new ones before without upsetting the international economic 
balance. We are now up against a great, all-encompassing change: from fossil fuels to hydrogen-electric solutions. 
We need governments and the UN to develop a detailed transformation to advance energy capacities. 


As part of this plan, we may need to have banks continue to invest in fossil fuels to establish a soft landing in the 
new alt economy. This is a catch-22, where business screams every time oil shortage produces a sharp downturn. 


There should be a guiding hand to find an equilibrium between climate and economic needs. 

Greg Prince, Toronto 

We must all hold Big Oil accountable for climate disasters 

Hurricanes this bad don't just 'happen.' Why isn't media coverage putting Big Oil on the hot seat?, Oct. 3 


Linda McQuaig is right in affixing blame for the monstrous destruction of the recent hurricanes at the feet of the oil 
companies. 
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The oil companies knew that gratuitous consumption of fossil fuels was the major contributor to these deadly 
weather systems, but instead of accepting responsibility, they hunkered down, circled the wagons and obfuscated. 


Why are they allowed to get away with this with so much at stake? By controlling the narrative, they can deflect 
responsibility and effectively tap dance until the collective light goes on ... or we run out of time. 


John Dickie, Toronto 
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